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The 2015 Texas Legislative Session is finally over and was one of 

the most active sessions to date with over 6,000 bills filed and 

enough amendments to total over 10,000 pieces of legislation. The 

way the system is set up it is difficult for many bills to actually 

make it to the floor in both houses. We tracked over 100 bills 

through our alliance of groundwater districts and watched some of 

the proceedings on the house web cam. If you have never watched 

the committee hearings or legislative sessions on the camera, you 

might want to consider doing so next session and see our legislative 

process in action. It is quiet interesting. 

 

But that is over for now as reports are that no special session is 

likely until the court case on education is over. 

 

We have here in the GCD office a tracking report on groundwater 

bills filed this session and if they passed or not. I hope to have an in 

depth evaluation of these bills and possible effects when the GCD’s 

all meet in San Marcos in August. It takes a while for some of these 

bills to be studied as to what they really mean. Initially, it appears, 

there are no majors effects anticipated to groundwater interests. As 

usual we won a few and lost a few. 

 

The state as a whole is in much better shape for moisture than it has 

been in years. The flooding is a terrible side effect, but the runoff 

was sorely needed as many lakes rose as much as 30-40 feet in areas 

hardest hit by drought. To date, no region in Texas is in Extreme 

Drought conditions for the first time in many years. 

At a Glance:  

Wells in PGCD Database  6/1/15 

*9  exempt wells and 3 non-exempt wells in      

progress 

*Total Exempt wells in database– 880 

*Total Non-exempt wells in database– 284 

*Total Production fee based wells– 197 

*Total District wells recorded– 2,428 

State News 
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER’S DESK 

  

 

We have enjoyed a wet spring all over Texas and it appears that the weather pat-

tern may hold through the summer, as a cooler and wetter summer than normal is 

forecast. That’s good news for lakes in the state and bad news for those who de-

pend on water sales to pay for infrastructure improvements that are needed to keep 

our systems up to date. It is a balancing act to pump enough water to generate in-

come needed and yet to promote conservation. Even now, it’s important to prevent 

waste of our groundwater resources. I’m excited when I get paid, I actually have 

money in the bank, but setting a budget so that money will last me is always a 

challenge. It is the same with groundwater. We have water in “the bank”, but we 

need to plan so that will last us for the future. 

 

That is what the Pineywoods GCD and the three other GCD’s in GMA-11 are cur-

rently in the process of doing. The district is required  by the state to set DFC’s or 

Desired Future Conditions for the aquifers in our region. GMA-11 consists of all 

or part of 27 counties in Northeast Texas stretching from Angelina County on the 

south, to the Red River on the north. We have only four GCD’s in this area. It falls 

on the GMA (groundwater management area) to set DFC’s for all these counties, 

even those without a GCD. A daunting task, to set aquifer drawdown levels that 

will conserve groundwater for the future, but yet meet the needs for growth in this 

part of Texas. With no surface reservoirs being built, it puts more pressure on 

groundwater as a source for potable water for homeowners, agriculture, mining 

and industrial uses. The GMA is contracting with an engineering firm to assist us 

in this process, and the cost burden falls on these four districts to divide. Not a 

good situation for our area, which is unique in the state for lack of GCD’s in this 

GMA. 

As we gather information needed, we would like to invite any of you to attend 

these planning meetings. We invite your ideas and input. We need to know about 

future plans for groundwater needs so we can try to balance needed growth with a 

conservative approach that ensures we have groundwater for future generations. If 

you will contact us at the Pineywoods GCD, we will put you on the meeting notifi-

cation list for future meetings over the new year. 
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 Check Your Sprinklers Now 

So far, those of us with auto-

matic sprinkler systems for 

our lawns have not had to 

worry much about supple-

mental watering of our lawns. 

But it is time to do a “system 

check” to make sure all our 

sprinkler heads are function-

ing properly, not watering un-

wanted areas and not over 

watering. If your system is 

like mine, it comes on early in 

the morning, so turn your 

system on during the day and 

watch each zone to check for 

adjustments needed. 

Lake Columbia Reaches a Milestone 

 

Lake Columbia still has a long way to go to be-

come a reality, but a recent decision by the 

TWDB puts it on track. The lake was selected by 

the TWDB as one project on the prioritization 

list to apply for funding from the SWIFT fund. 

The final decision will come later this year as 

Lake Columbia is eligible for $100 million, with 

$80 million of that as a low interest loan in 

2018. ANRA Manager (and PGCD Board Mem-

ber), Kelley Holcomb said they plan to meet the 

June 6 deadline for applications. 

 

If anyone would like to submit a letter in sup-

port of the Lake Columbia project, you can con-

tact the Pineywoods GCD office and we can pro-

vide you with a list of addresses and contacts to 

send support letters to. 



The Water Newsletter is published quarterly as needed by the Pineywoods Groundwater Con-

servation District to help the public and the professional stay current on state and local issues 

dealing with water conservation, rules and groundwater.  The District Office is located in 

room 132 in Nacogdoches City Hall at 202 E. Pilar Street, Nacogdoches, TX.   

Board of Directors 

Keith Wright - President   David Alders - Vice President 

           Gloria Montes - Secretary                                       Keith Weathers– Director  

          Kelley Holcomb - Director                                        Jimmy Mize– Treasurer               

                                                     Ty Thornton—Director  

           Jackie Risner - General Manager Cheryl Benke—Administrative Assistant 

P.O. Box 635187 

Nacogdoches, Texas 75963-5187 

PI NEYWOODS GROUND WAT ER 

CONSERVAT I ON DI ST RI CT 

Phone: (936) 568-9292 

Fax: (936) 568-9296 

Email: pgcd@sbcglobal.net 

202 E. Pilar, Room  132 

Serving Angelina and Nacogdoches 
Counties 

Visit us on the Web 

www.pgcd.org 
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Calendar of Events 

2015  

Regularly Scheduled Meetings of the Pineywoods Groundwater Conservation District, 2:00 PM 

 @ Kurth Lake Lodge 

  July 9, 2015 

   

 [meeting dates subject to change, please check with the office for any changes: All meetings are posted in the courthouses of each county in the District, in 
the District office and on our website] 

the District Office WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE FOLLOWING Holidays  

2015 

  January 1-- New Years Day    January 19- MLK Day 

  April 3-  Good Friday     May 25- Memorial Day 

  July 3- Independence Day    September 7- Labor Day 

  November 11- Veteran’s Day    November 26-27- Thanksgiving  

 December 24 & 25- Christmas                         

Would you like to receive the newsletter 

in digital form?  Let us know and send 

us your email address.   


