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The next Texas Legislative session, set to begin in January, is shap-

ing up to be another busy one. Lots of bills are being prepared for 

submission and we can expect a lot of attention when it comes to  

water issues and specifically groundwater issues. With no recent 

surface water reservoirs built in Texas, it increases the focus on 

groundwater as a source for major consideration. Some to watch 

are: 

State Auditors Office– The SAO policy initiative attempts to re-

move an outdated auditing process of a district’s management plan 

established in 1997 by Senate Bill 1. Provisions in HB 1763 from 

2005 and SB 660 in 2011 now address these matters more compre-

hensively. The newer provisions require that GCD’s adopt and im-

plement management plans, rules and applicable desired future con-

ditions. This policy initiative would not preclude the SAO from au-

diting financial records of a district. The TAGD supports this initia-

tive. 

 

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation– The TDLR pol-

icy initiative works to establish a field operations program, as well 

as re-establishing an apprentice driller and pump installer program. 

Additionally, this policy would require a driller to provide a copy of 

the well log to TDLR, TCEQ,  the well owner or person it was 

drilled for, and the GCD in which the well is located. This would 

occur no later than 60 days after the completion or cessation of 

drilling, deepening or alteration of the well. Lastly, the policy al-

lows TDLR to enter into a memorandum of understanding with cer-

tain state agencies or political subdivisions of the state to assist 

TDLR. The TAGD supports this initiative. 

At a Glance:  

Wells in PGCD Database  11/30/14 

*13  exempt wells and 5 non-exempt wells in      

progress 

*Total Exempt wells in database– 852 

*Total Non-exempt wells in database– 251 

*Total Production fee based wells– 196 

*Total District wells recorded– 2,380 

State News 
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER’S DESK 

  

 

A few weeks ago, we sent a letter from the PGCD office asking for the opportunity to meet 

with the Board of Directors of all the rural water suppliers in the district. We have received a 

wonderful response and to date I have had the opportunity to visit with 4 of our district’s 

boards and have scheduled to meet with 4 more so far. These meetings have been very produc-

tive and have given me the opportunity to meet some new friends, as well as renew some old 

friendships of some people I have not seen in awhile. I look forward to meeting with all of the 

rural water supply boards in the PGCD. 

We are still working our shallow water well or “curb” well closure program. The problem we 

are running into is obtaining a list of people to perform this task for landowners. Some land-

owners have the equipment to perform this themselves, but many don’t. If you know of any-

one with a small dump truck and front end loader who would be willing to do some part-time 

dirt work in closing these wells, please have them contact me at the PGCD office. 

At the October PGCD board meeting, the board voted to declare the district’s 723 “rig supply 

wells” that are sitting unused as “abandoned water wells” and require their plugging within the 

next 18 mos. Some of these wells are 10-12 years old and some are in bad condition and a 

threat to the quality of the groundwater. So far we have received a positive response from the 

oil and gas companies who own these wells, and plugging is commencing. This is not a new 

policy in the area as most other GCD’s require plugging within 18 months of a drilling rig 

leaving a drill site. We appreciate the cooperation of our oil and gas partners. 

Some of these water wells may be offered to landowners on which these wells are located. 

This may be a positive for the landowner to receive a water well, but there are a few things the 

landowner should consider before accepting ownership of these wells. 

1 - How far are these water wells from a source of electricity to run a pump? 

2 - What condition are the wells in? Wells that sit unused over time deteriorate and may re-

quire a major expense to redevelop and place a pump. 

3 - If the landowner accepts one of these abandoned wells, they must then proceed with rede-

velopment of the well and not let it sit unused. 

4 - Some of these wells are  in bad shape at the surface  annular seal or the casing and may not 

be recoverable. 

 

If you have questions about any of these wells on your property, please call the PGCD office. 
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 The Value of Land Program 

This program was held in   

Nacogdoches County in 2014 

and was very well received. As 

a result, the program has been 

scheduled in Angelina County 

for May 8, 2015 at the Angelina 

County Extension Office. Infor-

mation on Oil and Gas leasing, 

groundwater, estate planning, 

oil and gas fracturing and other 

topics will be covered. An all-

star cast of speakers who are 

recognized leaders in these    

areas have been scheduled.  

Mark your calendars for May 8, 

2015. 

 

Consider Rural Property Utilities 

 

When considering purchasing rural properties, 

there are several things a potential buyer 

should consider before committing to a pur-

chase.  

 

The first might well be a source of power. How 

far and how expensive might it be to get elec-

tricity to a potential home site? 

 

The next should be water. Is water available 

from a city or rural water system? If you would 

need to drill a water well, consider this:  Making 

a good water well is not a given. Water quality 

and volume is always variable. There are some 

areas in the PGCD where water is limited. You 

can call the PGCD office and we can help with 

the records of other water wells that may be 

nearby. 



The Water Newsletter is published quarterly as needed by the Pineywoods Groundwater Con-

servation District to help the public and the professional stay current on state and local issues 

dealing with water conservation, rules and groundwater.  The District Office is located in 

room 132 in Nacogdoches City Hall at 202 E. Pilar Street, Nacogdoches, TX.   

Board of Directors 

Keith Wright - President   David Alders - Vice President 

           Gloria Montes - Secretary                                       Keith Weathers– Director  

          Kelley Holcomb - Director                                        Jimmy Mize– Treasurer               

                                                     Ty Thornton—Director  

           Jackie Risner - General Manager Cheryl Benke—Administrative Assistant 

P.O. Box 635187 

Nacogdoches, Texas 75963-5187 

PI NEYWOODS GROUND WAT ER 

CONSERVAT I ON DI ST RI CT 

Phone: (936) 568-9292 

Fax: (936) 568-9296 

Email: pgcd@sbcglobal.net 

202 E. Pilar, Room  132 

Serving Angelina and Nacogdoches 
Counties 

Visit us on the Web 

www.pgcd.org 
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Calendar of Events 

2014 

Regularly Scheduled Meetings of the Pineywoods Groundwater Conservation District, 2:00 PM 

 @ Kurth Lake Lodge 

  January 8, 2015  

   

 [meeting dates subject to change, please check with the office for any changes: All meetings are posted in the courthouses of each county in the District, in 
the District office and on our website] 

the District Office WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE FOLLOWING Holidays  

2014 

  January 1-- New Years Day    January 20- MLK Day 

  April 18-  Good Friday     May 26- Memorial Day 

  July 4- Independence Day    September 1- Labor Day 

  November 11- Veteran’s Day    November 27-28- Thanksgiving  

 December 24 & 25- Christmas                         

Would you like to receive the newsletter 

in digital form?  Let us know and send 

us your email address.   


