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The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of 

the State Water Implementation Fund for Texas and the 

State Water Implementation Revenue for Texas to assist in 

the financing of priority projects in the state water plan to 

ensure the availability of adequate water resources has been 

approved by voters last November. Let’s hope this process 

is a workable solution and does not get mired in govern-

mental red tape that makes the process unworkable for our 

rural water systems and other entities who might want to 

borrow from the fund. 

 

Many groundwater districts across the state are working on 

their DFC. That is Desired Future Conditions for the aqui-

fers in their Groundwater Management Area. The Piney-

woods Groundwater Conservation District is a part of 

GMA-11, which encompasses Angelina County all the way 

north to the Red River and all the counties in NE Texas. 

The only groundwater districts in GMA-11 are in the south-

ern part of the area and will be trying to make decisions 

that affect the health of the aquifers under our area. We all 

want water to be available to all who want to utilize it. 

What’s of concern is the increased demand on our ground-

water as a water source while surface lakes are being 

harder and harder to develop as a water source. 

At a Glance:  

Wells in PGCD Database 1/19/14 

*16 exempt wells and 5 non-exempt wells in 

progress 

*Total Exempt wells in database– 769 

*Total Non-exempt wells in database– 271 

*Total Production fee based wells– 195 

*Total District wells recorded– 2,260 

State News 
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER’S DESK 

  

 

Recent rains over the Pineywoods Groundwater Conservation District have been helpful in 

filling our lakes and ponds. The cooler weather has lowered the demand by growing plants, 

but we are far from the saturation point and the recharge we need– that’s a long term process. 

I remember the last time we had a significant cold spell in the winter of 2011. I also remember 

as do you what the summer of 2011 was like. Are we in line to repeat this summer pattern? 

Who knows, but it gives a reason to talk about the weather. 

 

I am asked sometimes about alternatives to water well drilling. There is a process that has be-

come quite popular in parts of the state west of us, and that’s rainfall harvesting. This is essen-

tially a process of catching rainfall from the roofs of homes, barns, buildings etc. and placing it 

in, above or below ground containers for use when water is needed. I know of homes who 

have no other water source who use this water for all their personal needs. I also know of peo-

ple who have used this system to supplement their water use by using the harvested water for 

gardens or lawns. This system can be developed to whatever degree you wish to develop it. 

Information on rainfall harvesting can be obtained from the local county Agri Life Extension 

Office or the Texas A&M Agri Life Extension website. 

 

The Pineywoods Groundwater Conservation District will be embarking on a project this year 

to try to identify as many old abandoned shallow or “curb” wells as possible in Angelina and 

Nacogdoches County. There are literally hundreds of old home sites in our district where there 

may or may not be an abandoned structure. These home sites are found in the rural areas, as 

well as in our towns and cities. As they deteriorate, they become a direct conduit from surface 

contamination to our drinking water source. I know in the past of many things that have been 

dumped in these wells as disposal sites– out of sight, out of mind as it were. I am also aware of 

instances where people and animals have fallen into these wells because the hole was covered 

at one time and the covering became covered with leaves and decayed to the point that walkers 

were unaware of their existence. We hope to begin the process of listing these old sites and 

asking the public to let us know where they are. We hope to provide information and assis-

tance to landowners on how to safely plug these unwanted and dangerous well sites. 
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  .Weather Modification 

People have been trying to modify and 

change the weather in our world for a 

long time. Many stories and movies 

have been made about these efforts. I 

personally remember hunting in Colo-

rado when they were seeding clouds to 

produce more snow for ski resorts. But 

technology advances. The Texas 

Weather Modification Association and 

Southwest Research Institute are having 

a one day symposium on weather modi-

fication in Texas. Topics include: rain 

enhancement, hail suppression and aqui-

fer recharge. The date is February 28, 

2014 at the Southwest Research Institute 

in San Antonio, Texas. You may RSVP 

by Feb 15 by emailing at 

texas.wma@gmail.com or calling 325-

949-1950. 

 

Misinformation and Facts About the PGCD 

And it’s Aquifers 

 

When it rains, the drought is over.  Recent rains have 

helped the surface moisture and helped the grass to grow, 

but soils are not yet fully saturated. Prolonged rainfall is 

needed to recharge aquifers. 

There is only one aquifer under the PGCD District. 

There are actually 4 aquifers under the surface of Angelina 

and Nacogdoches County. Yegua-Jackson, Sparta, Queen 

City and the Carrizo-Wilcox. 

Our Aquifers are like underground lakes or rivers. 

There are karst (cave like) aquifers in the state, but not 

here. Our aquifers were ocean bottoms and are porous. 

Think sponge, our aquifers retain water. 

Well Pumping nearby is drawing my well down. 

In some cases this might be true, but the wells would have 

to be very close together. Well spacing is an important 

management tool used to minimize impacts. That’s why it’s 

important for your well to be in our database. 



The Water Newsletter is published quarterly as needed by the Pineywoods Groundwater Con-

servation District to help the public and the professional stay current on state and local issues 

dealing with water conservation, rules and groundwater.  The District Office is located in 

room 132 in Nacogdoches City Hall at 202 E. Pilar Street, Nacogdoches, TX.   

Board of Directors 

Keith Wright - President   David Alders - Vice President 

           Gloria Montes - Secretary                                       Keith Weathers– Director  

          Kelley Holcomb - Director                                        Jimmy Mize– Treasurer               

                                                     Ty Thornton—Director  

           Jackie Risner - General Manager Cheryl Benke—Administrative Assistant 

P.O. Box 635187 

Nacogdoches, Texas 75963-5187 

PI NEYWOODS GROUND WAT ER 

CONSERVAT I ON DI ST RI CT 

Phone: (936) 568-9292 

Fax: (936) 568-9296 

Email: pgcd@sbcglobal.net 

202 E. Pilar, Room  132 

Serving Angelina and Nacogdoches 
Counties 

Visit us on the Web 

www.pgcd.org 
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Calendar of Events 

2014 

Regularly Scheduled Meetings of the Pineywoods Groundwater Conservation District, 2:00 PM 

 @ Kurth Lake Lodge 

  April 10, 2014   

   

 [meeting dates subject to change, please check with the office for any changes: All meetings are posted in the courthouses of each county in the District, in 
the District office and on our website] 

the District Office WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE FOLLOWING Holidays  

2014 

  January 1-- New Years Day    January 20- MLK Day 

  April 18-  Good Friday     May 26- Memorial Day 

  July 4- Independence Day    September 1- Labor Day 

  November 10- Veteran’s Day    November 27-28- Thanksgiving  

 December 24 & 25- Christmas                         

Would you like to receive the newsletter 

in digital form?  Let us know and send 

us your email address.   


